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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

                Local Man Dies During Weekend Attack in Baghdad 

                               1st Lt. Dan Riordan Says He Was Called to Serve
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ST. LOUIS, MO, June 26, 2007 – Lt. Daniel Riordan died during a combat mission from injuries sustained in a roadside bomb attack on Saturday June 23, 2007 northwest of Baghdad.  He was serving with the 1st Cavalry Division stationed out of Ft. Hood, TX.  

After 1st Lt. Dan Riordan graduated from the Army ROTC program at Southeast Missouri State University, in the wake of the 911 attacks, the 24 year-olds mother told him that, while she knew he would have to serve some time, there was no shame if he didn’t want to make the military a career. Dan explained to her that he was more committed to serving now than ever. When he began preparing to go to Iraq last year Dan looked his mother in the eye and told her, “This is what I am called to do.”

“While he was overseas, I often felt guilty sharing stories of family gatherings and the fun times because they seemed so frivolous compared to what he was doing, “ said Dan’s mother, Jeanine Rainey. “He told me not to feel guilty and to keep doing those things. That was why he was there, to protect that way of life for Americans.”


Dan is described as a true cowboy and gentleman who loved country music, the outdoors, and his family.  While Dan had two siblings, his cousins also thought of him as a brother.  During the family’s annual vacation to Table Rock Lake, it was common to find Dan laughing, knee boarding, or entertaining younger cousins.  It also wasn’t unusual to find him lying in the back of his truck enjoying the night sky.   In the wake of his death, Dan’s extended family and friends spent the weekend gathered at his mother’s home to reminisce and share fond memories of Dan’s life. 

Born in Forth Worth, Texas Dan moved to St. Louis when he was 5 years-old.  He attended Queen of All Saints Elementary School where he was very active in scouts.  He graduated from St. John Vianney High School in 2001 before receiving his bachelor’s degree from Southeast Missouri State University.  After his ROTC training, 
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Dan was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant in the United States Army.  He trained at both Fort Benning, GA and Fort Hood, TX before being deployed to Iraq in October of 2006.  He is survived by his mother Jeanine Rainey, stepfather Bob Rainey, father Rick Riordan, stepmother Michelle Riordan, sister Suzanne, and brother Nick.
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